
Northern Ireland is a safe place to live and has the lowest crime victimization rate in the 
world, according to the 2000 International Crime Victimization Survey (ICVS). This 
survey is compiled every 4 years by the United Nations Interregional Crime & Justice 
Research Institute. 
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As demonstrated by the graph below, Northern Ireland has emerged from its troubled 
past and is now among the countries with the lowest rate of violent deaths. 
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The risk of being a victim of crime in Northern Ireland is substantially lower than in 
England and Wales. Figures show that in 2002/03, the victim of crime rate in England 
and Wales was 34% higher than in Northern Ireland. 
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